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Introduction:

The expulsion of Jews from Oran (West of Algeria) in 1669 by Spanish
occupation has received relatively little scholarly attention, although this event had
profound consequences on the Jewish community in North Africa.

From this historical context, our manuscript was written in Judeo-Arabic in
majority, and in Hebrew and in Aramaic and in Arabic, the text is from Bodleian
Library, it was composed from 90 Muwashah and Zajel.

This text appeared in the middle of the Jewish community in Oran during the
Spanish occupation (16 and 17 century) and this manuscript is part of a five-
volume named “Mahazor Oran” written by different persons and in a different
places (Oran, Mediterranean-Livorno ...), also this manuscript embedded the
Sephardic identity and in the Diaspora context in crossing the boundaries of
Medieval Mediterranean.
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“When we see the sun of the evening, we remember the Land

We remember our home and our country, We remember Oran
What a great Sunday, drumbeats

Armies and scholars are against us

Give us eight days; We should get out of our country

We sell our things and our homes, and then the Christians entered
The first Pessa'h night, no table, no chandelier

No Hagadda, no Hallelujah, no Qadduch, No candle

And no lamp, No Piyyutim

At night I remember Oran, We remember our home”
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If you saw how They lead us like the sheep

And they beat us

Until we got to our boats

Christians cry out for us

May God afflict them for Ezra and Elijah

And for the Prophet Moses..I remember the homeland

When we saw the sun of Evening, | remember Oran

We remember one night we were in the harbor and they told us to get out

Everyone is crying and asking God to relieve our anguish and give us the wind of
the West

Francis Annabi send us a boat

And protect us from the Turks

Separate me from the people of my friends * and the heart is heavy and stingy *
And I left my country * I travelled in the salty sea * They are crying and shouting
And a tear from my eye

We came .we thank God

Give us the blessing...from the Turks...

We came to the land of fish and net

smelly land

I tell God what this narrowness is

The sea brought us together
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Some of them went to Nice,

Oh Lord guide us

How great is the separation!

O God, give us patience and the best for us

God sent us our Messiah

O God in Eretz Israel unite us with Eliahou and the prophets

When we saw the sun of Evening, | remember Oran”
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