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You already know what the sages discussed in tractate Sanhedrin, in chapter
"Helek," about the name of the Messiah, where each sage interpreted it according to
their own name. "The rabbis said his name is The Leper of the House of Rabbi,"
(Sanhedrin 98 b) meaning the most honored of the entire house of the master. Indeed,
he is the most honored of his father's house, as our sages expounded on the verse
"Behold, my servant shall deal prudently” (Isaia 52 13). Furthermore, it could mean
the leper from the house of Rabbi, as it is translated "leprous as snow" (Exudus 4 6).
This does not refer to a leper in the house of Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi, but to the Messiah
being confined like a leper in the house of our holy Rabbi, may he be blessed. And
because ""he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted™, (Isaia 53 4) he is confined within

the palace of the bird's nest in the Garden of Eden, at the entrance facing Rome.



This Rome is a city in the land of Galilee near Tzippori, connected by an
underground passage from Rome to Tzippori, from the house of Antoninus in
Rome to the house of Rabbi in Tzippori, and Antoninus would come through
this passage to study Torah in secret from Rabbi.

As for what the people of great Rome in the land of Italy say that in thcir city
Is Rabbi's house and the cave of the Ten Martyrs; it is all a lie. They confuse
the Rome in the land of Israel with the Rome in Italy as they haven't heard of
the Rome in the land of Israel, where the thrones for the kings of Edom were
set after the destruction of the Temple for many years, out of fear that Israel
would rise up and rebel. However, our holy Rabbi never was in great Rome,
nor did he leave the land of Israel. The martyrs in great Rome, are not the Ten
Martyrs, Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues, as they are buried in the land of
Israel. And the Messiah is in the Garden of Eden at the entrance facing Rome,
sitting and grieving over the decrees issued in Rome against Israel. This is what
Elijah told Rabbi Joshua ben Levi, that he is at the entrance to Rome
)Sanhedrin 98 a.) Although it is said he is at the entrance to great Rome, it
doesn't mean the literal entrance of Rome but an entrance facing great Rome.
He is there in the Garden of Eden, opposite Rome, watching and praying for its
destruction and to the removal of the idols from the land. And he is there in the

Garden of Eden, at the entrance facing Rome, among the sufferers of illnesses and



pains, including Moses, David, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, and Rabbi Eliezer his son,
and our holy Rabbi, and other holy ones who bore illnesses or accepted sufferings
upon themselves, prayed and fasted for the sake of Israel. The Messiah suffered more
than all of them "and carried our sorrows" (Isaia 53 4) and he is among them.
Therefore, he is called "The Leper of the House of Rabbi," as it is the way of sages
to speak in metaphor and parable to sharpen the minds of their students. Here

concludes what we wished to say in this treatise at this time.
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Shlomo Molcho (b. Portugal 1501 - d. Mantua (Italy) 1532), Epistle to members of
the Salonica Yeshiva from late 1531-early 1532. Originally published by Avraham
Rotenberg, Hayat Kabeh Amsterdam 1660. (Cited from: Moti Benmelech, Shlomo
Molcho: The Life and Death of Messiah Ben Joseph, Jerusalem 2016, 374-375.)
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And it came to pass at the end of the thirty days, on the tenth day of the month of the
Gentiles, the twelfth month, which is Adar, in the year 5290, He spoke to the youth.
At about midnight, a deep sleep fell upon me. And behold, that the old man, whom
| saw at the first vision, came to me and said: My son, now | have come to make you
understand what will happen to the nations among whom you dwell. Come with me
to the ruins of Jerusalem, where you were at the beginning. And he took me and
brought me to the place of the two mountains which are in the Holy Land,
between Mount Zion and Jerusalem, and between Safed and Damascus, which
I had seen in a vision before, and their image is on my autograph on the two
Lame'ds that are in my first and second name, as from the day | saw them |
put them on my Autograph as a sign. From these two mountains, the right one,

which is opposite Safed and Damascus, is the smaller, and the left one, which is



opposite Mount Zion and Jerusalem, is the larger. While we were there, he set
me on my feet on the top of the right mountain and said to me: Lift up your
eyes towards the left mountain and tell me what you see. And | said: | see a man
clothed in linen with scales in his hand, and on him a man greater than him,
also clothed in finer and more distinguished linen than the first man | saw. The
man with the scales stood on the top of the mountain, and the greater man stood
over him as in the first vision. As | spoke with him, the mountains drew near,
and the great man remained between the earth and the heavens above our
heads. As he stood on the small mountain, the feet of the man on the left
mountain reached up, so my head was between his knees. The old man said to
me: Open your mouth and speak to him and ask him what will be the judgment
of the nations from which | took you. | said to him: How can your servant speak
with this lord, for I am not worthy, for what am I, and what is my life, and what are
the deeds of righteousness and uprightness of my hands to come and inquire before
this great lord? And the man said to me: Do not fear, peace be with you, my son.
Ask of me, and | will give you, for this is why | have come. And | bowed down and
prostrated myself on the ground. And | said: Today your servant knows that | have
found favor in your eyes, my lord. Let my lord speak in the ears of his servant and
tell me the judgment of the nations | was among on the bridge. And he answered and

said to me: This is the book, in which are written the future avenges that will come



upon them for all the evil they have done. Speak to the old man, and he will tell you.
And he gave the book to the old man. If only | had permission to write the vision of

that book.
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